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Austin, Texas

Getting there: Southwest Airlines
flies to Austin from cities across the
US; www.southwest.com

Stay: For atmosphere, the Austin
Motel (www.austinmotel.com);
it’s a favourite with musicians so
there’s a good chance your room
will at some stage have been
trashed by a bona fide rock star.

More: www.austintexas.org
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is decked out like an East London
spiv, another like an escapee
from a mariachi band.

The louche wit of lead singer
“Guy Fantasy” is spilling over the
beer-garden walls, drawing
passers-by into The Small Stars’
brilliant, frazzled world.

It’s past midnight on Friday
when I catch up with the Eric
Tessmer Band again, this time in
a hole-in-the-wall on Red River St.

The band’s set is nearly over
and Eric is leaning against the
bar playing one last searing solo.
The guitar geeks are gathered
round and I join them for a bit of
adolescent adulation, remember-
ing just in time to take a photo of
the next generation of Texas
guitar heroes.

At the end of a week spent
prowling the 60 live venues
around 6th Street, I know two

things for certain: Austin has the
best frozen margaritas on the
planet and, if any city can lay
claim to being the Live Music
Capital of the World, this is it.

There’s just one last piece of
unfinished business I need to
attend to.

A stroll along the riverbank
brings me to the Stevie Ray
Vaughan Memorial, where a life-
size statue depicts Austin’s
favourite son draped in his signa-
ture Tex-Mex poncho, the Fender
guitar he wielded like a weapon
resting in his left hand.

A bronze plaque is fixed to the
wall behind, but it bears no flow-
ery epitaph and not even the date
of his death is recorded.

It strikes me though that this is
a tribute the man himself would
have wished for. It reads: “Stevie
Ray Vaughan, Musician”.

L

Vaughan’s statue
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City rhythms: Eric Tessmer hits some hot chords; top,
vintage Austin clothing store; facing page, Stevie Ray
Pictures: Cameron Wilson

Around the world no
card is more accepted.
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there are some things money can’t buy,
for everything else there’s MasterCard.”

mastercard.com.au

New Zealand Guided Walks
FREE TRAVEL SEMINAR

Chatswood - Thursday 5t July, 6.30pm - 9pm

Join expert presenters direct from New Zealand with all the
latest information on these unique experiences. Includes
the Milford Track, Routeburn, Grand Traverse, Abel Tasman
Walk, Adventure South Walks & Cycling tours, Hump Ridge,
Hollyford, Queen Charlotte and Kaikoura Wilderness Tracks.

Unbeatable special offers will be available on the night!

Call Kirra for your free invitation on:

Ph: 1800 007 373

(registration essential)
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11 day, The Ghan
Top End & Ayers Rock

DEPARTS Friday 20 July 2007

¢ Return Qantas air to Darwin, arrival & departure transfers

¢ Welcome drinks, canapés and dinner on arrival in Darwin

* 9 nights accommodation with breakfast

¢ 1 night dinner, bed and breakfast on The Ghan train,
Gold Kangaroo Service, Katherine to Alice Springs

* 2 day Kakadu National Park Tour inc. Jumping Crocodile Cruise

* 2 day coach tour of Ayers Rock and The Olgas

« Entrance fees, Red Centre Dreaming dinner and show

o Complete tour includes 10 breakfasts, 7 lunches & 7 dinners

» Tour escort on the entire land content of the tour

Fri:  Fly to Darwin. Evening drinks, canapés & buffet dinner

Sat: Morning Darwin city sights tour, afternoon free

Sun: Full day Litchfield National Park Tour including lunch

Mon: Travel to Kakadu for the Jumping Crocodile cruise

Tue: Morning Yellow Water Billabong cruise, travel to Katherine

Wed: Katherine Gorge cruise. Depart on The Ghan 6.20 p.m.

Thu: Arrive Alice, town tour. Red Centre Dreaming dinner show

Fri:  Head to Ayers Rock. Visit the Olgas, view sunset at Ayers Rock

Sat: Sunrise at Ayers Rock, return to Alice Springs

Sun: Full day Standley Chasm, Ormiston Gorge & Desert Park tour

Mon: Transfer to airport for homeward flight
COST per person in Share
Senior $4704
Pensioner $4758

Adult $4988

Hurry, contact your local travel agent or

1300 36 82 36
Straight through to your closest
CHOICE Travellers Choice travel agent

=
Prices are cash per person. Travel ex Sydney is based on the Qantas group fares. Taxes/levies/surcharges included
but subject to change. Great Aussie Holidays reserves the right to cancel the tour if there are insufficient numbers.
Seniors must hold a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card. Surcharge of 1.4% for Mastercard/Visa, 3% AMEX/Diners.
Costs subject to increase. Subject to availability and conditions apply. ABN 47 009 116 947 LIC 9TA00271

Single
$5687
$5741
$5971

Holidays
on Sale!

Create your kind of holiday. Travel to
the world’s most exciting and emerging
destinations with Australia’s largest and
most experienced holiday specialist.

Creative Holidays

P

" WINNER 2005 & 2006

BEST WHOLESALER - INTERNATIONAL

GOLD COAST
Conrad Jupiters —5 Star

3 nights from $300*pp

SEE A CABARET SHOW!

3 nights accommodation plus see the Zingara

stage show from an additional $60 pp*.

GOLD COAST
Mantra Sun City — 4.5 Star

3 nights from $1 98*pp
REDUCED RATES!

3 nights accommodation. Upgrade to an
apartment from an additional $81 pp*.

TAHITI

Intercontinental Tahiti Resort —4.5 Star

5 nights from $171 5*pp

5 NIGHTS FOR THE PRICE 3"

Return airfares, 5 nights at Intercontinental
Tahiti Resort & return transfers.

To book Friight centre 131 600 | Travelscene American Express 13 1398 | Jetset 13 63 83 | Student Flights 1800 046 462 | Travellers Choice 13007878 58 | Harvey World Travel 132757 | Escape Travel 131927 | Travelworld 13 14 35

*GENERAL TERMS & CONDITIONS: Conditions apply. Prices are per person twin share, as at 16 May 07, but do not cover any charges, taxes imposed directly by third parties. Prices may fluctuate due to changes in charges, taxes and currency. Land only and Credit Card Service Fees apply. Subject to availability at time of booking. Seasonal surcharges and Blackout dates apply. See your travel agent for full
terms and conditions. CONRAD JUPITERS: Price is land only. Valid for sale and travel until 31 Aug 07. MANTRA SUN CITY: Price is land only. Valid for sale: Until 15 Jun 07. Valid for Travel: 16 May — 08 Jun 07, 12 Jun - 21 Sep 07, 22 Oct - 16 Nov 07, 10 Dec - 23 Dec 07, 01 Feb - 20 Mar 08 and 24 Mar - 31 Mar 08. TAHITI: Ex SYD. Price is inclusive of airfare related charges, taxes & levies. Valid for Sale: Until 30 Jun
07. Valid for Travel: Until 31 Aug 07. Note: 5th night is quoted as late checkout due to flight schedules. ~Advertised price includes bonus nights.
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