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Split and Dubrovnik, but
elsewhere they remain scarce.

I embarked for the four-hour

cruise to Dubrovnik, cele-

brated jewel of the Adriatic.
This famous walled city has

COST: Croatia is marginally less

more than a touch of Venice
about it, thanks to its arresting
architecture and the feeling of
being assailed on all sides by
the sea. As in Venice, the over-
whelming impression is of being
in the middle of an elaborate
movie set —an impression rein-
forced by the fact that, on any
given day, tourists far outnum-
ber the 5000 people who reside
inside the walls.

It’s impossible to look at Du-
brovnik without considering the
damage inflicted upon it during

the Balkans war. The city was
shelled by Serb forces for three
months in 1991, with 80 per cent
of buildings sustaining damage.
Most of the rebuilding is com-
plete, using limestone from local
quarries to preserve the city’s
historic appearance so, from
ground level, the damage is bare-
ly noticeable. A circumnaviga-
tion of the walls leaves no doubt
as to the pounding, the elevated
view revealing hundreds of new-
looking red tile roofs.

Croatia’s Dalmatian coast is

enjoying a boom in visitors, as
well as the dubious honour of
having become the latest favour-
ite of the jet-set and movie stars.

Barely 15 years after Croatia
emerged as an independent
country following the disinte-
gration of Yugoslavia, its people
already exhibit an impressive
confidence that’s due in no
small part to pride in this glori-
ous coastline. After all, how
many places can boast that a
Roman emperor liked the place
so much, he made it his home?
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*CONDITIONS APPLY. Prices are per person twin share exclusive of airfare related charges, taxes and levies as at 15 March 2005, and does not cover any taxes imposed by third parties. #Airfare related charges, taxes and levies are up to approximately $139 per person as at 15 March 2005. Taes are dependant on departure/destinations/stopovers selected and could vary considerably to listed price.
Prices may fluctuate due to changes in charges, taxes and currency. Valid for sale: Now to 26 March 2005. Valid for travel: 01 April to 31 May 2005. Subject to availability. Seasonal surcharges & blackout dates may apply. Minimum/maximum stay restrictions apply. “*Accommadation is based on a double-bedded room with restricted maid service. +Prices are per person twin share and indlude return
inter-island flights from Honolulu only, based on low season travel. Land only service fee may apply. Accommodation room type varies depending on property. An additional Credit Card Service Fee will be applied to the dollar amount paid by credit or charge card. Prices and inclusions are correct at time of printing and are subject to change without notice. Issued: 15 March 2005.
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