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Peak performance: Skiers hit
the main slopes of Cortina;
coffee time at a popular cafe
and après-ski nightlife in town

in the sunshine on Tofana peak
(including lunch on a restaurant
terrace overlooking the valley),
followed by a bus ride over to
Faloria peak to catch the after-
noon sun.

AlthoughCortina’s ski runs are
overwhelmingly populated by
traditional alpine skiers, they
don’t appear at all grumpy to-
wards snowboarders, who are no-
torious for sweeping the fresh
snow off the piste as they carve

their way down the mountain.
Everyone is courteous in a com-

fortable, old-world sort of way —
and the only people you see on
the slopes who bother with fash-
ionable clothes and fancy skis
seem to be non-Italian tourists.

Of course, formanypeople a ski
town is only as good as its après-
ski scene and Cortina’s nightlife
does get talked up by the Italians.

My feeling, though, is that
little is better than a glass of

pinot nero in the convivial sur-
rounds of an enoteca, the tradi-
tional Italian wine bar.
EnotecadiCortina is reputed to

be among the finest in northern
Italy, and it makes a perfect
venue for a bit of civilised après-
ski revelling. A nice drop of vino
rosso or vino bianco can be had
for $4 a glass or $25 a bottle.
Following Ernesto’s advice, I

end my visit with a sunny after-
noon on the slopes of Faloria

peak. I run into him outside
Cortina’s only supermarket
and we compare notes on the
day’s events.

He feels the snowhas beenabit
below par this season, but is in no
doubt that he and his friends will
be back next year.

‘‘There are lots of nice places in
theAlps and somehavemore snow
and longer runs,’’ he says. ‘‘But
Cortina will always be the most
beautiful place to ski in Europe.’’
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Cortina, Italy
Getting there: Singapore
Airlines to Milan via
Singapore. It’s a 432km
drive to Cortina, but a
popular option is train from
Milan to Venice, then shuttle
bus to Cortina (162km, about
3.5 hours). Schedules vary;
see Dolomites region
website www.dolomiti.org

Stay: Hotels in Cortina aren’t
cheap, but the mezza
pensione (half-board) option
is good value; includes
breakfast and dinner (and
you can make up fresh rolls
with cheese and ham at
breakfast, so your skier’s
lunch is covered, too). Mezza
pensione beds at a 3-star
hotel such as Hotel Aquila
(www.aquilacortina.com) are
from $110 to $170 a night.

Create your
dream holiday e

xperience

CONDITIONS: IMPORTANT INFORMATION: *An additional 1.4% applies to amounts paid by credit or charge card. Prices are correct as at 13 April 2007 
but may fl uctuate due to changes in surcharges, fees and taxes. Valid for travel on selected dates from 17 July to 18 September 2007. All packages are from Sydney 

and prices are per person twin share and do not include any charges or taxes payable directly to third parties. øSome agents may charge a service fee. Offer ends 

30 Apr 07.  Min/Max Stay   Limited availability  Packages are non-refundable Other conditions apply - ask for details. QHR0190/ST. Qantas Holidays Limited 

ABN 24 003 836 459. Licence No 2TA 003 004        

Warm to Vanuatu this winter

  qantas.com/holidays 13 14 15See your travel agentØBOOK NOW!

THE MELANESIAN PORT VILA  

• Return economy airfare with Air Vanuatu 
• 5 nights accommodation in a Hibiscus room 

• Return Transfers 
• Continental Breakfast Daily  

$
from932*

LE LAGON RESORT 

• Return economy airfare with Air Vanuatu 
• 5 nights accommodation in a 

Garden Deluxe room • Return Transfers 
• Full Breakfast Daily 

$
from1229*

LE MERIDIEN PORT VILA 

• Return economy airfare with Air Vanuatu 
• 5 nights accommodation in a Standard room 

• Return Transfers 
• Full Breakfast Daily 

$
from1262*

IRIRIKI ISLAND RESORT 

• Return economy airfare with Air Vanuatu 
• 5 nights accommodation in a 

Garden View Fare • Return Transfers 
• Continental Breakfast Daily 

$
from1411*Stay 5 nights, 

pay 4
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